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You.may be surprised to know that I am in Bergen
in Norway. We missed all the VE day celebrations owing
to the fact that we were at sea, but they have given
us a very sincere welcome here and the general air of
festivity gives us a good idea of what things were
like at home. This place is the most beautiful port
I've ever entered. To get here it is necessary to
come about 15 miles through the fiords. The
mountains are very steep and high and everything is
a beautiful green colour. The houses are very spick
and span and look like very new doll's houses at the
edge of the water. The sun only goes down for a
“eounle of ‘hours 2t this= time of yeer and it is never
really dark. In spite of being feirly well north
it is a very warm and sunny sort of climate with very
clean, bright zir. The smell of the pines on the
mountains comes down into the city and docks and
the whole place is very pleasant to be in.

We came up the fiords at sbout eleven in the
evening {(the sun still shining brightly!) and at all
the little villages the people turned out to cheer us,
wearing very brightly coloured national costumes and
waving the Norwegian flag. They even barred our
progress at one stage, while they all came out in
boats and clustered round, waving and cheering. I've
cursed myself time and again for not having brought
my camera this trip, but there it is. I won't forget
it for a long time anyway! _
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Oon Sunday the ships were open to the publie and
nalf Horway came down and awarmed abosrd. They don't
100k as though they starve, but things are pretiy
tight, the chief diet being fish and vegetables, ihe
latier not too plentiful. The children in some cases
nave never seen chocolate or sweets znd when 1 czue
into my cabin after a run ashore one little chad
followed me in and sald *Shokolada ja®" and so I
managed to find a bar. When I'd produced it, five
1ittle girls with very fair pigtails had anppeared and
were civing me the glad eye. I took them down to the
wardroom to get a knife to cut the bar into six and .
naving dome so, found there were fifteen there. 7The
oituntion then got out of hand so I gave a drink of
lime juice to those who hadn't & piece of *Shokoladd®.
Tike a flash about thirty five more people appeared,
including a selegtion of besming Russians and = Tew
Trench and Belgians thrown in, not to mention
Jorwegians. Ve tactfully shooed out the adults and

Down in the mess decks was a sScene 1'11l never
forget. All the lads @id without their supper and
entertained the kids. iHows of fair haired little
girls snd boys were steadily putting away colossal
meals and ste until they fairly bulged and the chatier
was terrific. Sailors here nave been generally
adopted by the kids ond it is a very common sight to
see an AB with & child on either heand, walking along
the front. They sceem to De honorary lgrweglians
themselves at present!

The military situation is quite funny here, There
are a2bout twenty seven thousand Oermans, all armed
(for self-protection against the civilians!) snd if you
board a tram, you will probably have a bizg Fussian
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slave labourer (there are thousands of these) on one
hand and a German on the other! The Germans have,
for the most part, withdrawn into their barracks

and occasionally you see a sentry outside. They are
now being hoofed out of all the public buildings

they have occupied and are being disarmed and sent
away - I don't know where, but I know they don't want
to. go to Russial

There was great rejoicing yesterday when British
Airborne troops arrived and a pipe band plsyed them
in. They look three times as smart as the Germans,
who seem to have abandoned any pride in their
appearance. As far as I can gather, they have
behaved fairly well here, but the Gestapo have done
some dirty work to the people who kept their wireless
sets and in general there has been a lot of
pettifogging officialdom and restriction of individua
liberty, not te mention near-starvation.

They have built enormous U-boat shelters here,
I'm hoping to get a look at these before we leave.
The roofs consist of about thirty feet of solid
reinforced concrete and bombing can't have hurt them
much. The tewn has suffered very little damage from
bombing., although the R.A.F. often came but they kept
strictly to military targets and their work is pretty
accurate. The biggest disaster occurred when a German
ammunition ship blew up and destroyed guile a big area
on the waterfront about twoe years ago. The U-boats
here are gradually being taken over by British sub-
marines and so it looks as though I shan't be doing
this job again! Their new U=boats are pretty slick
looking jobs and could have done a good deal of
damage, hed the war dontinued longer.



Oone thing drives home the kiml of l1ife the people
heve led for the past few years. Bvery night at about
ten o'clock the city squares are absolutely filled
with vpeople, listening to the public wireless set.

I had grown so used to hearing the news at home, that
this sort of thing drove it home to me Very forcibly.
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Censorship is now removed in llome
VWaters and so I can tell you sf a recent
experience of mine whieh is a bit movel
in our family!

Ve are at Loch Iiriboll, up in the
North Vest of Scotland and have been
coping with the U-boats as they surrender,
They come here first and then go >n to
Loch Alsh to be disarmed znd them to a
leying-up porti. You can judge of my
surprise when I found myself C.0. of the
armed guard on U-259, charged with the
safe delivery of the said U-boat at Loeh
Alsh,

- On the whole they were a teme enough
lot, but I didn't much care for the look
of some of the Jerries and kept pretty

-wide awake all the time. Faturalliy my
presence in the U-boat was resented and
I felt that the situation could become
sticky if I made z false move. ilowever,
all went well and the submarine was
delivered complete and without snags to
my great relief. 'y job was to direct
the Captain of the U-bozt in every respect
and he in turn relayed my orders to the
“pprooriate quarters. As you are zware,
my Cerman is almest non-existent and ny
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chief worry wss lest he should deliberately
foozle his wheel and engine orders when
coming zlongside and perhaps ram lhe

depot ship and do a Tood deal of damage

tc both ships. “hls I did by trying to
look =28 menacing =s possible =nd standing
directly behind him during all manoeuvres.

‘he gu{;d consisted of nine of our
*mp1ﬂ¥m_hnd wyself hnd tnese were 1a%ted
in various »OS he U-boat.
I took the keys of all flooding vents in
order to prevent them scuttling the ship
and those below Kept a striet eye on the
situation, with = couple of tommy-guns
to =2dd weight to their presencel

The interior of the U-boat was
unsgeﬁkﬂble and I still hove the steicn
of it in my nostrils. The .iving space
was of abaut the same dimeusions as your
upstairs landing =t 11l House and this
housed fifty two people, mostly big bulls
of Cermons who slept in their clothes and
even wore sea-boots ‘in their bunks They
had been out on an operational trip end

—returned to larvik on the 7th. They
weren't allowed nshore and founi the Tis
out on arrival. A couple of days later
they came to Trondheim and thence to Loch
Zriboll under ﬁscc“t. This meant that
none had en;oyed . bath, or even & fairly
comprenensive wash for szbout six weeks,

On bits of piping ete. hung lots of
sausages of colossal dlmensions and these
sweated afid dripped in the heat and the
stench. The galley was about as big as
the airing cupboard at i1l House and
contained a small electric cooker and odd
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items of cooking equipment. There
appeared to be no routine for mezls,
Occasionally a Jerry would barge in and
seize a frying pen and a lump of lard.

He would melt the lard and dip bread in
it end having consumed this interesting
meal, would lie down and snore lioudly'
upening of f the galiey (Lovely plinning
this!) was the crew's Aavatoxy."i ‘hnis
_resambled those on railways and received-
about two thousand times the use. All
this gave me a rare appetite for any food
cooked there! I organised things so that
we supplied all our own utensils and food
and water snd left the whole lot in the
open air when not actually being enoked.

This particular U-boat hailed from
Sremen and had been attacking Arctic
convoys to Russia since about a year ago.
They had operated from larvik in lorwsay
and hadén't been to Germany since. There
was no evidence of Hitler worship on board.
All salutes were ordinary ncval salutes
and the only pictures of celebrities were
two, both of Doenitsz. I gathered from
them that he still enjoys considerable
prestige, at any rate in llavsl cireles.

‘The officers were = mixed ot The
. captain was 2a orofessional gseaman, who
served in sailing ships before the wa
and certalnly knew his stuff. Their first
leutnant was a bit of 2 newcomer to U-boats,
e had Yeen an artillery officer in the
coastal batteries at Boulogne. He 2ot &
bit fed with this and volunteered Tor
U=boats. He had juat done cuite a lot of
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ccurses and his first operational trip.
~ammwar o chemist in civ.l 1ife and seemed
to be rather out of his depth at the job.

The next one was a bit of a swell in
his way. being the only "von® in the ship
and came (of all places) from the Austrian
Tyrol. This chap seemed to be the clean
; __.*.’_.&r‘pgj;,gf %;de m.,.tm dyreld and -he viswad,
the mountains of Skye with a pretty
professional eye. I thought. I couldn't
help thinking what a contrast he must have
found, in that filthy little itube when
comparing it with the air and space he
must have been used to. Afterwards I
found that there was a sort of family
tradition involved, since hig father hazd
been an officer in the o0ld Imperial Austro-
Hungarian lavy, before it @ cked wun
altogether. The rest seemed to hold this
chap in very high regard.

There was another rather ordinary

sort of chap and ihen the itwo engineer
officers. The first of these was 2 tall,
thin, willswy decking blond, wie sesned ~
easily cowed, 5nd the second, = kid of

- about twenty, who had a nasty loock in his
eye. I took pretty zood care to see that
he did no mischief. He seemed the right
type to qualify as a sort of “"Werewolf"™.

All except the Austrian were keen to
know whether they were going to be sent to
Russia or not, sinee they dread thazt above
everything else., I kept their behsviour
oretty good by giving them to understand
that I had power to reemuend that they take
a trip to lussia or otherwise! About the
biggest fib I've ever told - or rather acted
since I didn't ever say as wueh, but it
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served a very good purposel

Amongst the armed guard, I nad an old
Devon leading seaman snd during the
journey to Loch Alsh in the middle of the
night I heard a good old West Country
voice at the back of the conning tower
observing that "he'd bin lockin' for these
bastardg for five zandia halif years. but -
he never thought-he'd be ridin' roun' |
in one!"

This Journey was a cold and
miserable affair. I had to spend the
entire time (e2bout 12 hours) on the
conning tower making sure that the U-boct
kept station with the rest and generally
did as she was told by the escort. In
any sort of sea these things zre very
wet and I was more than glad to find a
relief guard all ready on arrivel at
Loch Alsh,

This stage of the business I shall
always remember, 7Theére were many I=bcats
there alongside the depot ghips. Their
crews were removing terpedoes and
ammunition etc. and as soon as this job

" was done, they would fall in on the casing

of the U-boat and their C.0's would make a
speech in German aiid dismiss them. There
would then be a lot of hand-shaking and
exchanging &7 cigarettes ete. The ratings
seemed qguite happy that it should all be
over and some.of the officers too, but

the d ed-in-the~-wool Nagi officers of whon
I saw one or two were weeping with
frustration. I had none cf these om U-295
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as far as I could tell, but they knew
that n their way to Ioch Alsh they

would be keeping their last sea waiches
-nd as esch relieved the other they would
salute and sheke hands. I was pretty
weary with my all night gession and the
whole thing now seems like a Very.
theatrical dream! |

rm

er in Charge up here has

e

 distributed mementes of the oceasion wud

have a pair of binoculcrs as my bit of
loot. They are big =nd clumsy but very
vowerful and may be useful for rides in
the car in the days 1o come. And when I
take them out I shall always smell that
combination of stale sweat, fuel oll,
ond sauerkrout which pervaded the thing,
so I don't suppose it wili be a greatl
asset to hove them after alli :
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one 4@1‘&%1&:& I'v gdined, and

- whethar it is & mihlead ng aﬁe will tazke
years to tell, I've not seen one
piecture of Hitler, or any of the Fasi
party. The only portraits were two,
both of Doeniiz who still enjoys great.
prestige. 1 believe that but for this
all U-boats would have been scuttled,
but they were ordered to surrender and,
being Germans, and used to obeying
orders, they have complied,

One thing I saw which makes me
think that perhops Hitler ween't taken
guite as seriausly as we thought, at
any rate in the Germasn Navy. You will
remember that he was (or is?) a great
Wagner fan. 1In U-295 there is a cartoon,
_framed, depicting . o dying Isclde on-the
stage and the whole audience in various
stages of hysteria. I have wondered
whether this is a dig at Hitler. There is
no inseription beneath it to indieate

.I"'-iiif“‘f'ili“ill‘.‘.'i‘.'-'Il‘



	thumbnail_Bergen1
	thumbnail_Bergen2-1
	thumbnail_Bergen3-1
	thumbnail_Bergen3
	thumbnail_Bergen4
	thumbnail_Uboat1
	thumbnail_Uboat2
	thumbnail_Uboat3
	thumbnail_Uboat4
	thumbnail_Uboat5
	thumbnail_Uboat6
	thumbnail_Uboat7



